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A Study on the Concept and Primary/Secondary
Exemplars of the “Ahl al-Bayt” (p.b.u.t)
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Abstract

The Tathl r Verse (Purification Verse), or the verse concerning the Ahl al-Bayt
(People of the House), has long been a subject of intensive debate and scrutiny
among scholars from both major Islamic schools of thought (farigayn). These
discussions can be traced throughout their exegetical and theological literature. One
central point of contention has been the definitive identification of the exemplars

(maS adiq) of the Ahl al-Bayt.
In this article, the author revisits the primary exemplars of the Ahl al-Bayt and

introduces a novel dimension: the secondary exemplars of the Ahl al-Bayt. These

I Associate Professor, Department of History, Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute
(IKBRI), Qom, Iran.

Email: soleymaniamiri@iki.ac.ir ORCID: 0000-0002-8405-9047

2. Ph.D.in History of Shi‘ism, Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute (IKBRI), Qom, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

Email: agorbani@anjomedu.ir



Vo O B il bl Sl ddigudl 5> GYST oS glasluss

are believers who, as a result of their complete adherence in belief and action to the
infallible figures (Ma‘sUmun) and by partaking in their existential emanation
(shu‘@a‘ wujudi ), are considered “of the Ahl al-Bayt” and attain the Manawi’
station (a state of high distinction/benefit).

The findings of this research emphasize the following: reaffirmation of the
truthful school of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.); the necessity of recognizing that recourse
and adherence to the divinely chosen Infallibles, especially the last survivor of this
Household, is the sole path to salvation and felicity; the strengthening of faith in the
unity with and connection to the Infallibles through the recognition of true believers
who have earned the badge of honor of “being minna Ahl al-Bayt” (one of us, the
People of the House); and the intensification of the determination of the Mahd1 -
believers in fulfilling their essential and historical role in supporting the Mahdl and
establishing justice, due to their beliefin and feeling of oneness with the Last Divine
Elect (a.j.).

Keywords: Ayat al-Tathlr, Ahl al-Bayt, Exemplar (MaSdaq), Primary,

Secondary
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