Hikmat-i kariman

Vol.f, No.\y, Summer Y-vf

The Theolo gical Foundations of Ethics in the Thought of
Ayatollah Sobhani

Hossein Zare'
Amir Davari?
Abstract

This research aims to elucidate the theological foundations of ethics within the
thought of Ayatollah Sobhani. To achieve this objective, the researcher employed a
methodology combining rational and transmitted (scriptural) approaches, utilizing
written documents, library resources, and scholarly software for descriptive-
analytical processing and analysis of the data and propositions. Consequently,
Ayatollah Sobhani’s theological propositions were analyzed from an ethical

perspective across key areas: epistemology, the theory of guidance (rahnama-

shenasl ), theodicy (God-knowledge), anthropology (human nature), and
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eschatology. According to Ayatollah Sobhani’s doctrine, belief in and knowledge
of divine attributes lead to adherence to ethics, thereby guaranteeing its practical
implementation, and playing a significant role in spiritual refinement and guidance.
Furthermore, the study identified the motivational role and effects of belief in divine
attributes on ethical commitment, the executability of ethics stemming from the
divine essence (knowledge and self-sufficiency being the ultimate end in ethics),
and the centrality of monotheism (Tawhl d) in the ethical system.The analysis also
explored the nature of humanity and inherent human ethical fitrah (innate
disposition), the relationship between the soul, conscience, and ethics, the concept
of human moral accountability, the unacceptability of impossible obligations
(qabl h tukll f ma 1a yut aq), and the function of reward and punishment as the
consequence within a religious ethical framework. Furthermore, it defined the
meaning of praise and blame, moral responsibilities, and the enjoinment of good and
forbidding of evil (al-amr bi-1-ma’ riif wa-I-nahy ‘an al-munkar) as human
moral obligations toward others, which plays a role in ethical motivation and
extracting a duty-oriented virtue ethicism. Finally, the research examined the
motivational impact of eschatological foundations—such as the intermediate state
(barzakh), the afterlife, Paradise, and Hell—en moral impetus, as well as the
position of belief in reward and punishment within moral cognition and its ultimate
ramifications for ethical motivation.

Keywords: Ethics, Ayatollah Sobhani, Theological Foundations, Ethical

System
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