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Elucidating the Reality of Human Life in the World from the
Perspective of Allamah Tabat aba’1 in Light of the Theory of
I'tibariyyat (Constructs)

Morteza Azizi'
Abstract
This research, centered on the clarification of the reality of human life within the
intellectual system of Allamah Tabat aba’l, aims to delineate the true nature of
human existence in this world using a descriptive-analytical method. It seeks to
specify the obscured dimensions of human life in light of Allamah Tabat aba’1 ’s

theory of I'tibariyyat (Constructs/Conventionalities.

In Tabat aba’l ’s view, human life on Earth is a stage-play, intricately woven
from both realities (haqa’iq) and constructs (i‘tibariyyat) within the framework of
the worldly system, all intermixed due to human need. In pursuit of his ultimate
perfection, the human being mistakes these conventional concepts for ultimate
truths and dedicates his entire life to attaining the perceived perfection derived from

them, only to witness the mirage-like reality of this life at the moment of death.
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Contrary to other scholars, Tabat aba’l does not attribute the “deception of the
world” merely to human preoccupation with the world and heedlessness of the
Hereafter. Instead, he views worldly deception as an epistemic and motivational
delusion wherein the root cause is the confusion between i‘tibariyyat (conventional
concepts) and haqa’iq (ultimate realities). This very confusion is what precipitates
worldly engagement and neglect of the Afterlife.

Keywords: World (Dunya), Life, Deception (Ghurlr), Worldly Enjoyment

(Mata®), Construct (I‘tibar)
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