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Abstract

The debate over free will and determinism is one of the fundamental issues in
philosophy and theology, giving rise to two principal perspectives: incompatibilism
and compatibilism. The incompatibilist view regards causality and free will as
mutually exclusive, asserting that the existence of free will requires a volition
independent of any cause. However, this position faces logical challenges such as
the infinite regress of wills and the assumption of an uncaused act. Moreover,
empirical sciences—including both classical and modern physics—are incapable
of definitively proving or disproving determinism or free will, as the problem lies
within deeper philosophical dimensions beyond the empirical domain.

Compatibilism, which has also been endorsed by many Islamic philosophers,

emphasizes the possibility of reconciling universal causality with human freedom
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and denies any inherent contradiction between them. By carefully analyzing the
concepts of causality and free agency, this theory provides a coherent and logical
framework for understanding human agency. Accordingly, the discourse on free
will and determinism demands profound philosophical reflection and cannot be
confined merely to empirical findings. This article argues that the compatibilist
approach offers the most comprehensive response to questions concerning free will
and delineates viable directions for future research.

Keywords: Free will, determinism, universal causality, incompatibilist theory,

compatibilist theory, philosophy of empirical sciences
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