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A Conceptual Analysis of “Truth” in the Theological
Thought of Early Imami Theolo gians
Morteza Haddadi'
Abstract

The concept of truth (Sidq) constitutes one of the foundational discussions in
Imami theology, closely connected with notions such as infallibility (* iSmah),
dissimulation (taqiyyah), revelation (wahy), and the authority of transmitted
reports (hujjiyyat al-naqgl). This study aims to analyze the conceptual structure of
truth in the writings of the early Imami theologians—such as Shaykh al-Sadug,
Shaykh al-Mufl d, Sayyid al-Murtadd, and Shaykh al-TisI —through a
descriptive-analytical method and an intra-textual approach.

Findings indicate that in this intellectual tradition, truth transcends the level of a
moral virtue and becomes an epistemological, theological, and methodological
foundation that ensures the coherence of the Imami doctrinal system. The Imami
theologians regarded truth not merely as a criterion of personal ethics but as a

principle underlying trust in the infallibles, the acceptance of hadl th transmission,
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and the legitimacy of revelation. In the doctrine of infallibility, truth functions as the
guarantor of the authoritative speech of the infallible; in dissimulation, it remains
compatible with sincere intent; in transmission, it serves as the measure of the
narrator’s reliability and the content’s integrity; and within prophecys, it constitutes
the essential basis of trust in the divine messenger.

Ultimately, the study reconstructs a network of conceptual relations between
truth and other key theological notions in Imami thought—an effort that contributes
to a rational reinterpretation of this rich intellectual tradition.

Keywords: Truth, Imami theologians, Infallibility, Dissimulation, Proof and

Authority (hujjah)
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