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Critique of Abdulkarim Soroush’s Claim that the Doctrines of
Imamate and Mahdiyat Are Incompatible with Democracy
Mahmoud Sanei Tehrani!
Abstract
Twelver Shia believe that Prophet Muhammad (s) appointed and designated
twelve Imams as per divine command. The necessity of an infallible Imam is
supported by reasons like mercy, divine authority, guiding people, religious
authority, and governance. Critics argue that this belief conflicts with the Shia
doctrine of the Occultation of the Twelfth Imam. This issue dates back centuries and
today is discussed by Dr. Soroush, who also considers the core Shia belief in
Mahdiyat-and its promise to establish a just global rule-potentially incompatible
with democracy. This article, using descriptive-analytical and document-based
methods, aims to respond to this critique.
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