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Critique of Wahhabism Based on Dr. Muhammad Abdul Wahid
Al-Azhari’s Perspectives
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Abstract

In recent years, some Wahhabi-affiliated scholars have critiqued its
foundations. However, no comprehensive study has focused on Sheikh Muhammad
Abdul Wahid Al-Azhari’s critical views on Wahhabism. This research analyzes his
main critiques and highlights differences with Wahhabi teachings. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, data were gathered from his writings and Wahhabi
sources. The findings show that Al-Azhari challenged Wahhabi stances on issues
like takfir, seeking help from the dead, following the four Sunni schools, defining
worship and innovation, visitation, celebrating the Prophet’s (PBUH) birthday,
traveling for religious sites, and veneration. The results reveal fundamental
differences between his views and mainstream Wahhabi doctrines.

Keywords: Sheikh Abdul Wahid Al-Azhari, Wahhabism, Critical Views,
Wahhabi Critique.
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