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Critique of the Yamani Sect’s Claim that There Are 24 Imams from
the Perspective of Hadiths and Shia Scholars’ Views
Mohammad Javad Karim Nazar!

Abstract:

Shiite and Sunni narrations indicate that the caliphs and successors of the Prophet
are twelve in number. This belief has been accepted by most Muslims throughout
history, especially the Twelver Shia. However, recently, the Yamani sect has
challenged this, claiming there are 24 Imams. Due to the sect’s widespread
propaganda and the need to address their doubts, this study aims to answer: How
many successors did the Prophet have? Using a library-based and descriptive-
analytical approach, the research examines hadith and theological sources to
determine first, how many Imams are mentioned in narrations, and second, what
have Shiite scholars historically believed about the number of Imams. Narrations,
including those addressing the Mahdi and up to the Day of Judgment, emphasize the
12-Imam doctrine, which has been consistently held by Shiite scholars from past to
present. However, Ahmed Ismail Basri claimed there are 24 Imams, though he
sometimes contradicted himself by stating both 12 and 24 in different contexts.

Keywords: Yamani Sect, Imamate, Imams’ enumeration, 12 or 24 Imams, Shia

scholars, Ahmad al-Hasan, Ahmad Ismail.
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