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Abstract

The present study undertakes a theological re-examination of the duty of amr bi al-
ma’ rUf wanahy * an al-munkar (enjoining the good and forbidding the wrong), seeking
to systematically delineate the doctrinal foundations that underpin its obligatory nature,
scope, and ultimate purpose. The central problematic consists in moving beyond the
conventional jurisprudential and ethical approaches to this precept, so as to penetrate its
underlying theological strata and furnish a rational response to the question of its why.
Employing amethod of theological ijtihad and argumentative analysis of the authoritative
sources of both the * Adliyya (Imaml ) and Ash” arl traditions, the study identifies four
foundational principles—divine justice (* adl), the grace of God (lut f), human free will
(ikhtiyar), and the teleology of creation—as constituting a coherent conceptual framework
for the justification of the duty. The findings demonstrate that, within Imami theology,
this framework, when integrated with the theory of the Imamate, evolves into a more
comprehensive paradigm for delimiting the grades and executive conditions of the duty.
By contrast, the Ash“ arl approach, owing to its rejection of rational foundations, fails to
provide a coherent explanatory model and is consequently reduced to a mere act of
ritualistic submission (ta“ abbud). The study concludes that a profound understanding of
this duty, as well as a contemporary defence thereof against modern objections,
necessarily requires a return to this intricate network of theological foundations.

Keywords: Amr bi al-ma‘rUf wa nahy “an al-munkar, theological
foundations, divine justice, human free will, the principle of grace (lut f).
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