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Rational and Scriptural Arguments for the Exclusivity of the Straight Path
(Siratal-Mustaqim) to Islam: A Critical Approach to Religious Pluralism
Muhammad Mahdi Husayn Abadi!

Abstract
Over the past half-century, the theory of religious pluralism has emerged as a

significant subject within the field of religious studies, attracting a considerable number of
adherents. This theory, which asserts that truth is shared across different religious
traditions, has been advanced through various arguments, some of which are not immune
to logical fallacy. In response, scholars, jurists, and authorities in the field have mounted
robust and well-substantiated critiques of this theory, drawing upon both rational (“aqIT)
and scriptural (nagll) evidences. The central question that arises is whether, assuming the
validity of religious pluralism, the followers of all diverse religions attain truth and
salvation, or whether only a single religion-the Straight Path-can guarantee humanity's
eternal felicity. This question assumes particular significance when the supposition of the
soundness and freedom from distortion of preceding scriptures is dismissed. Human
reason, in its pursuit of a singular and unambiguous truth, demonstrates through rational
arguments that earlier religions have not been immune to corruption and deficiency. On
this basis, the exclusivity of the Straight Path to the religion of Islam is established.
Furthermore, scriptural evidences drawn from the Qur'an and hadith literature affirm the
veracity and supremacy of Islam over other religions, while also constituting a decisive
argument (itmam al-hujja) against their adherents. Ultimately, this article undertakes a
critical examination of the veridicality of Islam and the refutation of religious pluralism,
grounded in both rational and scriptural proofs.

Keywords: Religious pluralism, plurality of religions, the religion of Islam, the
Straight Path (Sirat al-MustaqIm), rational arguments (adilla ‘aqliyya), scriptural

arguments (adilla naqliyya).
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