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in Teaching Religious Beliefs: A Case Study of Prophetic Infallibility
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Abstract

Among the key issues in theological education are pedagogical methods and their
impact on learning, of which the theological and historical approaches are the most
prominent. The theological approach is grounded in deductive reasoning, while the
historical approach relies on inductive reasoning. Drawing upon primary sources and
employing qualitative content analysis within a descriptive—analytical framework, this
study examines the doctrine of prophetic infallibility (* iSma) through both lenses and
evaluates their respective strengths and limitations in doctrinal instruction. The findings
indicate that the theological approach exhibits greater logical rigour but addresses a more
limited audience. Rational theology pays insufficient attention to empirical reality, and its
concepts are organised within subjective constructs, making it difficult for learners lacking
strong abstract reasoning. Transmitted (naqll ) theology presupposes the authority of
religious texts, rendering it ineffective for those whoreject these premises. Conversely, the
historical approach engages a broader audience, yet lacks the rigour of theological
reasoning, and the uncertainty of historical reports often impedes certitude (yaql n).
Moreover, certain doctrines-such as theology proper (tawhid) and eschatology
(ma’ ady-are fundamentally non-historical. The study concludes that an integrated
pedagogical model proves most effective, beginning with the historical approach to
engage learners, followed by rational and transmitted theological methods to deepen
understanding.

keywords: Religious education, teaching theology, historical approach,
theological approach, prophets' infallibility.
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1. Jean Piaget.

2. formal operations.
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3. David Kolb.
4. Abstract Conceptualization (Thinking).

5. Active Experimentation (Doing).
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1. Peter Honey.

2. Alan Mumford.
3. Theorist.

4. Pragmatist.

5. Albert Bandura.
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