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A Re-reading of the Definition of Faith (Iman) through an Analysis
of the Concept of Love (Mahabba) in the Qur'an
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Abstract

Faith (1 man) constitutes one of the most fundamental concepts in religious
discourse and has consistently occupied a central place in scholarly deliberation.
Thinkers, drawing upon their respective epistemological premises and authoritative
sources, have advanced a multiplicity of definitions. Notwithstanding this profusion
of perspectives, the foundational question persists: what is the true nature of faith,
and is it to be understood merely as a species of knowledge and assent, or does it rest
upon a more elemental and constitutive component? The present study seeks to
elucidate the reality of faith on the basis of Qur'anic evidence, employing the method
of conceptual analysis. To this end, on the one hand, a comprehensive survey of

Qur'anic verses pertaining to faith and love has been undertaken and subjected to
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close textual analysis; on the other, the concept of love and its relationship to both
knowledge and action has been critically examined. Accordingly, the study
endeavours to explicate the intrinsic connection between love and volition (irada)
as two pivotal elements within the structure of faith. The findings indicate a
profound and intimate relationship between volition and faith, such that love may be
regarded as the very essence and core of faith. More precisely, every degree of love
corresponds to a concomitant degree of faith and righteous action, while conversely,
the deficiency of love at any level entails a corresponding form of unbelief (kuft) or
disobedience (" iSyan). In light of this re-reading, the prominent classical
definitions of faith are critically reassessed, and an attempt is made to delineate a
sound and defensible position for each within the proposed framework.

Keywords: Faith (I man), volition (irdda), knowledge (ma’rifa), love

(mahabba), the Qur'an, action (* amal).
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